	FAQ Two

The second common question many people ask is,  “Can we make these changes?”  Yes, positive changes are happening!  More and more places are adopting Instant Runoff Voting, usually through referendums.  
The vote is often 2 to 1 in favor of strong democracy.  FairVote, the Center for Voting and Democracy, is the best source for current news and data on voting reform in American cities, states and colleges.

Data Definitions and Sources

Women %, For a bicameral legislature, numbers are from the lower house.  Political parties also get closer to their fair shares of seats.  Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Turnout, International Foundation for Electoral Systems.

Health Rank, by the World Health Organization.

Math Score, A higher number is better on this HS test. 
Program for International Student Assessment, OECD.

Income Gini index, Lorenz curve; A higher number means worse income inequality. Organization for Economic Cooperation & Development.

Murder Rate, murders per million.
Seventh United Nations Survey of Crime Trends, OECD.
AccurateDemocracy.com links to the source pages.
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An index as review is on page 32.
	
	FAQs & Data

Why Full Rep Elects Women

The first question many people ask is, “Why does Full Rep elect more women, and how much do they affect policies?”  These last four pages answer that FAQ.

In a multi-winner race, a woman is not seen as run​ning against a man or an incumbent.  She is more likely to be seen as running for her issues and policies.

Full Rep makes a party offer a list, with several nominees to the voters in each large district.  An all-male “party list” would look totally sexist; so parties nominate some women.  In contrast, one man nominated in each single-winner district does not look as sexist.  (A party's list also may reveal its ethnic or religious bias; and Fair-share Spending would reveal a party’s budget priorities.  Worst ¶ )

Women in some Full Rep countries considered starting their own parties.  Under plurality rules, new parties divide a side and lead to certain defeat.  But Full Rep promptly gives seats to a new party, if a big group of voters support it.  

This credible threat made some parties decide that job experience was not as important as gender balance.  They dropped some experienced men to make room for more women on the party list of nominees.  And they won.  They are now incumbents with experi​ence, power and allies.
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	Do the large districts tend to elect more women than the small ones in Ireland?

Italy and 17.3 and Japan  9.4 are not shown because they changed voting rules a few years ago.  The LDP party held the plurality in Japan for 55 years.
1) ipu.org  4) http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0923110.html 
	
	happening, although too slowly for those who want a real democracy
[Bad policies are not often due to a lack of good info.]
Donors should too.

Intro quotes by Steven Hill, Rob Richie, A. Lijphart, G. Bingham Powell, ... 

Women do affect their countries’ policies and budgets. 

	The most interesting cases are Germany and New Zealand because they use Full Rep lists plus plurality. // New Zealand switched in 1996 from just plurality to Mixed-Member Proportional.  Hold it up as an example of weak analysis and scholarship. Challenge students to write a proper analysis.
	
	I’m concerned that it doesn’t diecuss the data enough.
Many people are excited to learn that voting does not have to mean winner take all.  In particular, many are excited that it can give fair representation to women and social issues.  So here are some measurements of these effects and evidence.


	Election Rules and Policy Results

This data makes it clear: advocates for education, health care, a clean environment or a clean government should all work for better voting rules.

If we are overwhelmed by urgent needs, we neglect essential _s, the structural roots of those problems.  At the root, we often get poor policies, due to poor represen​ta​tion, due to poor bad election laws.  

The link between voting rules and quality of life is clear in data from nations.  It's likely true for cities too, and for other democratic groups.

Consequences: Legislatures with fewer women are apt to give less attention and funding to health care, child care, education, and other social needs. Run-down schools and city hospitals are one blight; a class of citizens with inferior education and health are another.

Many countries elect more women now than they did 10 or 20 years ago. But the relative positions of countries change little – unless a country changes its voting rule as New Zealand did in 1996.

* New Zealand and Germany elect half their MPs by Full Rep - and half by single-winner districts.  The SWDs elect few women; but at the same time, the party-list rule is electing three times as many women.

Ireland elects fewer women than other Full Rep countries partly because it elects fewer reps in each district – it is closer to using single-winner districts.
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	Stable Democratic Countries

% Women

% Turnout

Health Rank 

Math Score

Income Gini 

Murder Rate

Full Rep
page 14
—

—

—

—

—

—

Sweden
swe
47
86
23
502
250
-
Iceland
isl
43
86
15
506
-
17
Finland
fin
42
72
31
548
269
28
Netherlands
nld
41
80
17
528
326
11
New Zealand*
ncl

45-15
81
41
522
362
11
Denmark
dnk
38
83
34
513
247
11
Norway
nor
36
83
11
490
258
11
Spain
esp
36
70
7
480
325
12
Belgium
bel
35
93
21
520
250
-
Germany*
deu
39-13
78
25
504
283
12
Austria
aut

32
86
9
505
300
-
Switzerland
che

28
47
20
530
331
9
Choice Voting

page 36

—
—
—
—
—
Australia Sen.
aus
36
95
32
520
352
15
Ireland
irl  
13
69
19
501
359
9
Instant Runoff
page 12

—
—
—
—
—
Australia Parl.
aus
27
82
32
520
352
15
Plurality
page 4
—
—
—
—
—
—
United Kingdom
gbr
25
58
18
495
360
14
Canada
can
21
55
30
527
331
15
USA
usa
16
47
37
474
408
42
Runoff
page 10
—
—
—
—
—
—
Greece
grc
13
77
14
459
354
7
France
fra
12
89
1
496
327
17

The worst numbers are in bold.
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